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Since 2008 Glounthaune Community Association and its sub-committees 
Tidy Towns/Men’s Shed and BirdWatch Ireland have been working in 

close cooperation with Cork County Council on this vision. 

 Harper’s Island is an internationally important bird sanctuary. We envision 

sympathetic development of Harper’s Island Wetland Centre for the long-

term benefit of the internationally important wetland birds that use the 

Island.  

 Harper’s Island Wetland Centre will be an amenity for the community of 

Glounthaune, Cork and beyond.  

 Harper’s Island Wetland Centre will be a top class education facility for 

schools and third level institutions. A place to educate our young people on 

the richness of the wildlife biodiversity on their doorstep. 

 Harper’s Island Wetland Centre will enrich the tourism product of the 

Ancient East/Wild Atlantic Way/Ring of Cork/Harbour area. It will be a 

significant attraction for bird watchers world-wide.  

Our vision can be realised through a phased development of the island.   

Phase 1 is now complete. 

The Vision of BirdWatch Ireland 

and Glounthaune Community 
Association  is to develop a wetland 
education centre on Harper’s Island, 
protecting the birds for which the 
island is internationally important, 
enhancing  the  existing   wetland  
habitats for them and  providing  a  
significant amenity enhancement to 
the harbour area, enabling  people  to  
visit, enjoy  and  learn  about   birds  
and  other  wildlife   of the island. 



Why is Harper’s Island  

internationally significant? 
Birds at Harper’s Island come from many parts of the world. Some are born here in 

Ireland. Others come to Cork Harbour for the winter from their breeding grounds in other 

parts of Europe and further afield. Some are passing through on long-distance migrations 

between their Arctic breeding grounds and African wintering grounds. We also have birds 

coming here to breed in the summer from distant wintering grounds. Up to 4% of the 

world’s population of the Icelandic Black-tailed Godwit use the island during the year.  The 

attraction of the island for all these amazing long-distance travellers is what makes Harper’s 

Island both a nationally and an internationally important wetland site for birds. 

 



What have we accomplished so far? 
With the facilitation, advice and financial help of Cork County Council a 

unique Community/Birdwatch Ireland partnership has managed and developed 

the site through voluntary participation. A classroom-style viewing hide has 

been built,  complete with visual educational materials.  A scrape/wetland 

pool was created to enhance the habitat for waterbirds Screened pedestrian 
/vehicular access to the Farm House has been created. 

 

 
 



Future Plan 

 
BirdWatch Ireland/Glounthaune Community’s Vision for Harper’s Island 

Our vision mirrors sucessfully realised wetland sites worldwide. We see the 
opening of the hide as the first phase in the development of the Wetland Education 
Centre. The development of such a centre is in the Cork County Council’s Biodiversity 

Plan and we cannot see a better place to create it than here at Harper’s Island with 
its proximity to Cork and its close proximity to the railway station and 
established visitor routes. 



 
Future Plan 

 
Develop a 2km closed loop nature walking trail. 

 

         
Create an enhanced visitor experience by adding more viewing hides. 



Education and Visitor Centre 

 Our vision includes the building of an education and visitor centre. Today, the first 

hide constructed will enable class visits, with further potential to develop much more. 

A beautiful 200 year old farm house and lime kiln on the west side of the island is in 

restorable condition, and owned by Cork County Council. The renovation of the old 

farm house as an education and visitor centre could include interactive displays, not 

only on aspects of the biodiversity on Harper’s Island but on all aspects of our 

environment. Also lecture/meeting areas and research laboratory facilities could be 

included. Courses could be run from the centre too. There is a magnificent view over 

the island from the high ground near the old farm building. There is potential for a 

café and/or a hide with large windows taking in the magnificent views overlooking 

the wetland areas. 
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